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Parking Issues at Prairie View A&M University
Every institution established around the world has its set of issues. With that having been noted, it proves that Prairie View A&M University is not exceptional when it comes to challenges that are faced by various higher learning institutions around the globe. Some of the issues that the university faces are inadequate parking lot, poverty, lack of educational access, growing population, housing shortage and social unrest (Prairie View A&M University 1). In order to effectively address the shortages of parking zones within the colleges and universities, there needs to be conducted a comprehensive analyses of the available parking as well as their transport management systems. However, this paper is going to major on discussing the issue of insufficient parking area in the Prairie View A&M University.
Parking in the higher learning institutions has been a nightmare to the students and also the institutions’ workers. Without a doubt, parking has been a wide spread as well as frustrating issue afflicting the United States colleges and universities. The challenge of parking could be attributed to the increased enrollment within these learning institutions. For instance, between 1997 and 2007, it is indicated that enrolment in these higher learning institutions increased from 14.5 million to 18.2 million students. This is a huge increase in the population of the students (David 1). It is thought to have put a severe strain on a service that was already at its breaking point. 
Parking issues in the Prairie View A&M University could have also been contributed by the way the current students have ben cultured. Today’s students are a product of a “car culture” which has resulted to make them use their cars to get even in places where they could just have walked. Currently, many of the university’s students are driving cars to school and they have got used to driving from one end to the other around the institution. Even though there are various parking lots around the university, it does not mean that these students should always use their cars whenever they want to get from one point to another within the university. 
Another thing that could have made the parking issue a nightmare to the university is the ratio of the staff to student. In most cases, it is often found that there are parking spaces that have been reserved to be specifically used by the staff. For instance, in 2015 there were 1,172 faculty stuff compared to 15,874 students who were on session (Malia 1). Therefore, if the number of reserved parking areas for the staffs happen to be more, then the students will most probably lack a place to park their cars. The number of staff parking areas should be minimized in order to allow more students to have areas where they can park their cars.
Ways to Resolve the Parking Issue in the University
There are various ways through which the issue of parking can get resolved in the Prairie View A&M University. These ways to be used in resolving this issue include:
Effective Planning
Effective planning is the most suitable way to be employed in resolving the parking nightmare been experienced at the Prairie View A&M University. This effective planning will entail the staffs who are tasked with overseeing and managing the school’s transport management system. They will need to collect some of the vital data that will enable them to point out the origins of the parking challenges and possibly shed some light into what measures ought to be taken up to help in resolving the issue. The data to be collected should include:
· On- and –off street occupancy counts between specific hours of the day.
· Class schedules.
· Student enrolment numbers by semester.
· Parking supply inventories detailed by assignment. There are areas that are designed for the handicapped, service vehicle, commuter/resident student, and faculty staff.
· Information obtained from online focus group interviews of faculty staff and students.
· How many students will be using bikes
These data will help in indicating where the issue of parking areas is emanating from. For instance, by considering the number of students who are enrolled for a certain semester will help in planning on how the available parking areas will be effectively used. In addition, there will also be collected data of the students who will be using personal cars and those who will be using public means of transport in and around the school. The other important data is that of class schedules. Classes are schedules to take place during the day and some other times during evening hours. The data collected will be indicating the number of students who are going to be attending classes during certain hours and the number of parking areas that will be available during that particular time (David 2). If there happens to be any shortage of parking areas during a certain hour when students will be required to attend classes, the management together with the students and lecturers can liaise to try to come up with a solution to the issue. For instance, they might result to allowing for some students to attend the classes virtually. This will end up leading to a small number of students attending the class in-person and hence the issue of parking will be then resolved. 
In addition, the data that is collected will entail details that will enable the transport management staff to ensure that there are no excess parking areas allocated for a certain group of people. It is illegal for a student to park his or her car in an area that is designated for the faculty staff or service vehicle. Therefore, by noting the number of faculty staff who are on duty will ensure that there is no excess parking area allocated for a certain group. This will result to partly solving the nightmare that some of these students have been undergoing. There are students who have been forced by circumstances to park in areas where they are not supposed to park. The result of their actions has resulted to having fined high amounts that they have felt a lot of pain paying. 
There are also other students who have opted to using bikes to get to the university. This has resulted to yet causing another issue since there is a need to have paths and parking areas that are meant for the cyclists. However, bicycles are better when compared to vehicles when it comes to parking zones. Bicycles will not require a large parking zone.
Encourage the Use of Mass Transit
Many universities and colleges have resulted to encouraging their students to make use of mass transit. This has been made possible by some of these campuses and colleges establishing their own shuttle bus systems. These buses will ease the congestion of vehicles within the university since one bus will replace many cars (Lingyu 4). In order to encourage these students to opt for the shuttle buses instead of personal cars, the university can either offer them free or reduce the price of transport. Therefore, generally the shuttle buses will result to making the parking experience more pleasant. 
Carpooling & Vanpooling
It is not uncommon that there are some universities and colleges that are denying students parking permits. Sophomores as well as freshmen are treated the same when it comes to parking lots in these higher learning institutions and they have resulted to not issuing them with parking permits. Although this might be met with a lot of resistance from the students, it will help in dealing with this issue of parking in the institution. Parking permits should only be issued to upperclassmen. There are some other universities which have taken this a further step, for instance, Columbian University in New York City does not issue parking permits to any students. Universities and colleges, for example, the University of California, Berkeley has recently been having parking issues (Lingyu 1).
In conclusion, it has been found out that implementation of an effective parking and transport plan is more efficient compared to addition of more parking areas. This is because there are some higher learning institutions which are established in areas where there is no room for the creation of any additional parking area. However, with proper planning through looking into the data regarding the number of students who will be enrolled during a certain semester, number of staff and the hours between which there will be free parking areas has ben of helping in addressing the parking nightmare that many students have been undergoing. In addition, the university and college management could also deny the students parking permits and instead establish their own shuttle bus system.
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